
 

A  new committee was voted in on Saturday 3 July for the 2010-2011 Financial Year. 

Many thanks must go to everyone on the outgoing Committee for the wonderful work that 

they have undertaken over the past year. Many folk on this Committee have worked tirelessly for 

the MVPC over many years and their work is greatly appreciated. 

The 2009-2010 Committee have worked extremely hard to increase the financial base from which 

the club can move forward to undertake upgrades to the grounds, particularly the arenas.  Fund-

raising is never an easy task and special thanks must go to the outgoing President, Tim Edginton. 

N E W  C O M M I T T E E  F O R  2 0 1 0- 2 0 1 1  F I N A N C I A L  Y EA R  

F R O M  T H E  E D I T O R . . . 

W elcome to the first newsletter for 2010-2011.  For this 

combined July-August issue there is a variety of informa-

tion, rider and committee profiles, upcoming events, competition 

to guess what the horse is saying, etc.  Iõve included some topical 

information for the current weather conditions, on rain scald.  This 

has been affecting three of our horses and the information re-

printed in this newsletter, was of enormous benefit to us in treat-

ing our horses ñ so hopefully it may be of benefit and interest to 

other folk out there. 

For upcoming issues, a newsletter is only as good as the content 

contained therein, so Iõd like to ask you all to think about what 

contributions you can make to the newsletter ñ this can be infor-

mation type articles, out and about reports and photos, rider pro-

files, funny stories, jokes etc.  Please send to mary@hits.com.au.   

Iõm currently looking for material for September newsletter. 

 

W EL C O M E  T O  O U R  

N E W  M EM B E R S 

Skylar, Holly and Piper 

McFarlane and their 

Mum Kate 

And 

Jaimee Horn and her 

Mum Carmen  

Please submit a Horse and 

Rider Profile so we can get to 

know you and your horses  
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I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E : 

R A I N  S C A L D 2  

H O W  D O  H O R S E S  

S E E  O B J E C T S 
3  

R I D E R  P RO F I L E S 4 - 5  

C O M M I T T E E   

P R O F I LE S 
6 - 8  

G U E S S  W H A T  

R O C KE T  I S  S A Y -

I N G ?  

9  

O U T  A N D  A B O U T -

N E W S 
9  

U P C O M I N G  

E V E N T S:  F L AT -

W O R K / G R I D W O R K 

1 0  

U P C O M I N G  

E V E N T S:   

M O N A R T O  C A M P 

1 1  

C A N T E EN  R O S T E R 1 2  

A D V E R T I SE M E N T S  

D I A R Y  D A T E S 

F O R  S A L E 

1 3  

S P E C I A L  P O I N T S  O F  

I N T E R E S T : 

¶ Membership Fees now due 

¶ Check your horse for Rain 

Scald! 

¶ Attend Monarto Working Bee 

for a $60 reduction in Camp 

Costs 

¶ Send in Committee  Profiles 

for the next issue 

¶ Send in Rider Profiles for the 

next issue 

¶ AugñDec Canteen Roster 

available 

President  Di Reynolds     

Vice President (Fundraising) Kate Tweddell 

Secretary   Janet McNeece  

Treasurer  Sharon Welch  

Chief Instructor  Vicky MacDonald 

Canteen Coordinator Kylie Atkinson  

Canteen Coordinator Debbie Frisby 

Canteen Coordinator Mary Horan  

2 0 1 0 ñ2 0 1 1  C O M M I T T E E 

Grounds Officer  Phil Horan  

Newsletter Editor   Mary Welch 

Website Editor  Carmen Horn 

Minutes Secretary  Nadia Tugwell   

Membership  Vicky MacDonald 

Zone Representatives Di Reynolds  

   Vicky MacDonald 

Public Officer  Di Reynolds  



R ain Scald or ômud feverõ is a common skin condition which is favoured by 

wet weather. The common cause is a fungal-

like organism (Dermatophilus congolensis) 

which colonises the skin of horses, cattle 

and sheep. Horses which share pastures 

with sheep or cattle often have a higher risk 

of rain scald or even ôgreasy heelõ, which is 

also caused by the same organism, com-

bined with skin reaction to sunlight on non-

pigmented skin (horses with white socks on 

their hind fetlocks and pasterns). 

Although it is a soil contaminate, it is difficult 

to culture the fungal-like organism from soil 

in muddy areas. Studies have shown that 

the common black house fly (Musca domes-

tica), which are often prevalent in large num-

bers after rain as they breed in manure, can 

spread the organism as they swarm around 

and transfer it to horses via their legs and 

feeding proboscis. 

There are various forms of rain scald, rang-

ing from ôcinder or sandõ burn on the front of 

the hind limbs of working horses, to greasy 

heel and generalised infection in foals kept 

in muddy conditions. Horses with areas of 

nonpigmented skin are highly susceptible 

when they have a solar UV sensitivity and 

are grazing wet pastures. The infected areas 

feel warmer to the touch and are often mat-

ted and painful in severe infections. 

Diagnosis: Diagnosis is based on the typical 

lesions with loss of hair in tufts, heat and 

swelling, leaving a ôjuicyõ or pus-filled crater, 

or small hard, sensitive and itchy lumps un-

der the saddle and tack. This is often caused 

by the secondary invasion with Staph spe-

cies bacteria harboured on the skin. The skin 

can be swabbed and then the samples cul-

tured, or the skin layer biopsied, to identify 

the organism and confirm the diagnosis. 

Treating Rain Scald:  Infections with lesions 

on the head, neck, top-line and rump can be 

effectively treated by washing the animal in a 

10% Betadine or Vetadine® soapy wash, 

allowing it to stay on the coat for 10-15 min-

utes to release the iodine before rinsing it 

off. This should be repeated every 2nd day 

for 2-3 washes. If possible, shift the horse 

indoors to a dry stable with clean bedding to 

keep the horse out of the mud and the rain.  

Where infections are persistent or recur in 

young or old horses with poor skin immunity, 

a course of penicillin antibiotic, as prescribed 

by your vet, may be required to clean up the 

secondary infection and allow the animalõs 

immunity to develop resistance, albeit weak, 

against the organism.    

R A I N  S C A L D  

Infections can be 

effectively treated 

by washing the 

animal in a 10% 

Betadine or 

Vetadine® soapy 

wash. Persistent 

Infections may 

require a course 

of antibiotics! 
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Rain Scald : Reprinted from  

Talking Horses Equestrian 

Issue 22 2010 by Dr. John 

Kohnke BVSc RDA. 

W E T  C O N D I T I O N S  F A V O UR  R A I N  S C A L D 

T he rain scald organism is a common inhabitant on the skin of horses, but under ideal 

wet and warm conditions, it will invade the skin. The skin on the flat parts of the body 

of the head, withers, top-line and rump are more likely to be affected as water from rain can-

not drain away as quickly to dry the skin. Light, misty rain favours the fungal colonisation on 

the head and legs, especially on horses grazing on long grass which keeps wetting and can 

abrade the skin. After a period of wet overcast weather, horses kept outdoors are more likely 

to develop severe form of rain scald along the top-line and rump. Often Staph germs create a 

secondary infection to increase the degree of irritation especially if the horse rolls on con-

taminated dust or mud in a yard, resulting in skin inflammation and oozing exudates, which 

can matt the hair over infected areas. 

Y O U N G ,  A G E D  &  N E W  H O R S E S  A R E  M O S T  V U L N E R A B L E 

H orses which have been challenged or partly infected often develop some degree of 

immunity to invasion by the organism. However, horses turned out from dry stables 

into wet weather and highly contaminated soil and pasture, are more likely to develop rain 

scald within a few days. Young and aged horses with poor skin immunity or newly introduced 

horses from a property with low contamination, are also likely to develop and suffer from 

acute or chronic rain scald, as well as greasy heel. 



O ver hundreds of years there have been many observations and explanations as to 

how horses view their surroundings. Up until 30 years ago, it was generally consid-

ered that horses cannot see in colour, but more recent research has found that horses can 

recognise colour, but not to the differentiation or clarity of the colour spectrum which hu-

mans are able to distinguish. It has been widely believed that horses are liable to ôspookõ 

when taken by surprise when they see unfamiliar objects or moving objects, such as paper 

or a bucket blown by the wind. They donõt appear to ôspookõ if they see familiar living ani-

mals, such as any type of dog, sheep or cow, but can be easily ôspookedõ by unfamiliar ani-

mals, such as a pig, goat, alpaca or kangaroo. Researchers at the Equine Research Founda-

tion in California USA, experimented with familiar objects in different planes and positions to 

test a horseõs recognition and reaction.  

Dr. Evelyn Hanggi and her co-workers tested a horseõs visual recognition of objects of differ-

ent sizes and positions. The results indicated that once trained to recognise a shape or an 

object, a horse could cope with minor changes in position or when viewed from a different 

angle. The reaction varied between horses with some horses being naturally wary of objects 

they had seen a number of times previously. When a familiar object such as a wheelbarrow, 

was turned upside down rather than simply turned around to view from another angle, many 

horses ôspookedõ. The results suggested that if horses are given time to look around when 

being ridden or led to recognise static objects, they can cope. But if an object, even a famil-

iar object or animal, suddenly moves, this can result in a ôspookõ. The old theory which sug-

gested that objects seen with one eye are not recognised by the opposite eye, has also been 

largely disproven.  

Reference: www.thehorse.com, Article 16513.  How Horses View the World. 

R E S E A R C H  R E V I E W :  H O W  D O  H O R S E S  S E E  O B J E CT S ? 

òóé..once 

trained to 

recognise a 

shape or an 

object, a horse 

could cope with 

minor changes 

in position or 

when viewed 

from a different 

angle. ò 
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How Do Horses See Objects? 

Reprinted from  Talking Horses 

Equestrian Issue 22 2010 by Dr. 

John Kohnke BVSc RDA. 



H O R S E  A N D  R I D E R  P R O FI L EñJ A I M E E  H O R N 

òAll horses 

deserve, at least 

once in their 

lives, to be 

loved by a little 

girl.ó 

~UnKnown 
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Caption describing picture or 

graphic. 

R I D E R  D E T A I L S 

Name: Jaimee Horn  

Age: 12 on 4th January 2011  

School: Woodside Primary School ð Year 6  

Favourite food: Mumõs schnitzel  

Favourite riding activity: Jumping  

How long have you been riding?  6 years  - 

I started out with lessons on Cassie with 

Sally Hawxwell 

What is your best riding achievement?  

Winning Sub Junior Rider at Mitton Memorial 

last year. 

Future riding goals: To finally finish a G5 ODE 

without being eliminated!!  

Other interests: Netball, cooking and seeing 

new release movies  

H O R S E /  P O N Y  D E T A I L S 

Name: Cheyenne  

Show Name: Cheyenne  

Height: 13.2 hh  

Colour: Pinto ð Tobiano white & chestnut but for half the year is brown and chestnut  

Age: 11 this year  

Horseõs funny habits: Picking up her front leg and òbeggingó when she is hungry or she really 

doesnõt want to do something  

Horseõs favourite food:  Anything & everything  

Horseõs favourite discipline:  Showjumping  


